DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 462 230 



RC 023 383 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 



SPONS AGENCY 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



A Rural Road: Exploring Economic Opportunity, Social 
Networks, Services and Supports That Affect Rural Families. 
Voices for Children in Nebraska, Omaha.; North Dakota Univ. , 
Grand Forks. North Dakota Kids Count.; Kids Count- -South 
Dakota, Vermillion. 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD. 

2001 - 12-00 

8 7p . ; Produced by the Rural Great Plains Collaborative 
Project. Maps may not reproduce well. 

Reports - Research (143) 

MF01/PC04 Plus Postage. 

Brain Drain; Child Welfare; * Employment Opportunities; 

Family Work Relationship; Focus Groups; Geographic 
Isolation; Low Income; Poverty; *Quality of Life; *Rural 
Areas; Rural Family; *Rural Youth; *Social Networks; *Social 
Services; Transportation 

♦Access to Services; Nebraska; North Dakota; Sense of 
Community; South Dakota 



ABSTRACT 



A study examined the unique conditions affecting quality of 
life for low-income rural children and their families in Nebraska, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. Qualitative data were gathered from 11 focus groups 
conducted in a variety of rural communities, including tribal reservations, 
across the three states, and from interviews with professional service 
providers and community leaders. Quantitative data were gathered from 
secondary sources such as the U.S. Census Bureau. Findings covered economic 
opportunity, social networks, and services and supports. In the area of 
economic opportunity, it was noted that jobs were insufficient, and wages 
were incapable of supporting families. Transportation was also an obstacle. 
Public transportation was not available in rural areas, and much travel was 
required to access jobs, stores, and services. Concerning social networks, 
there was a strong sense of community, but recreational opportunities were 
scarce, especially for youth. Ethnic minorities and new residents experienced 
a good bit of prejudice and discrimination. Sparse population densities and 
population decline contributed to isolation. Problems related to social 
services included lack of access within a reasonable distance; stigma in 
rural areas against seeking services; dying communities that leave families 
without services; and consolidation of schools that complicates parent 
participation, student involvement in after-school activities, and staff 
knowledge of family conditions. Child care and medical services were 
especially sparse. Recommendations for policy are discussed. Ten maps present 
various demographic information. (TD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 





o« zw era 







: BEST GOPY AVAILABLE 



L 

♦ • 'i 

p }i m ‘\ 

m 



2 

<> 

<3 

<*3 

St 

•*N4 

I 

'Ki 

*> 

3 

X. 

s 

a* 

a 



T3 

I 

cd 



CD 

U 

O 



cd 

03 

c 

o 

td 

X3 

§ 

O 

(Jh 

CD 

C/3 

cd 

u 

w 

CD 

C 

c 

< 

CD 

44 

H 



£ 

j? 

s* 

a 

h, 



cd 

44 

C/3 

cd 

v-i 

. *§ 
^ c 

*58 — 

^ C 

| £ 
^ 73 

s 9 

^ 44 

*^u 

J! o 
•*> <+£ 

C/3 

CD 

O 

• ?-H 



o 

<u 

■o’ 

l-l 

CL 



H H 



O O 

o U 

oo oo 

Q Q 

22 

& cd 



O 

44 

cd 

Q 

44 

t: 

O 

5z 



o 

44 

cd 

Q 

44 

3 

o 

GO 



PZ 

u 



£ 



o, 

X 

PQ 

73 

03 

O 

c4 



03 

73 

<u 



£ 

c3 

PP 



O 

u 



o 

o 

Ui 

o 

co 

<L> 

PZ 



-rt 

S C/3 
T3 Q 

i 2 



p 

C4 

o 

£ 
< 
-4— < 

03 

PZ 



73 

<U 



03 *— I 

S)£ 

•a § 

t: 1/2 
O 73 
o. c 

<L> 03 

Uh 

.22 H 



c 

o 

'£ 

o 

ex 

<u 

o 

p 

-o 

o 



14 

o 

Qi 

O, 

P 

C/3 

73 

c 

C3 

CO 

<L> 

O 

£ 

<U 

C/3 



o 

£ 
-4— • 
1) 

z 



o 

p* 

03 

Q 



ex . 

<U X 

^ t: 
o o 
3 Z 



03 

P* 



•=j 03 O 



<D 

Oh 



PP 



c 

o 



<u 

ex 

c 

<u 

■c 
£ 
-4— » 

P 

o 

PZ 



73 

<U 

CJ 

p 

73 

O 

s~ 

CX 

<D 

Uh 

<D 

X> 
■<— » 
O 
C 

>, 

03 



PZ 

ex 

o3 

Ut 

W) 
O 
-*— > 
o 

PZ 

Oh 







<L> 



eg 

«4-M 

a > 



Ph 




r^* 



cb 



o 

ERIC 



Rural Great Plains Collaborative 



C/5 

u 

© 

£ 

*s 

e 

o 



U 






CZ5 



<U ,£3 

u 8 

0 'tS 

<D JS 

Oh Q 

S f 

> ° 

1 S2 

«s |» 

o -IS 

£ 2 

t\\ 



Cd • O +3 • r- 



2 

a 

00 

<D 

on 



O 

on 

13 



O 

D 



Oh 

CD 

.o 

H 



oS 



cn d) 
"5 

D +-» 

.S ~o 

on D 

O £ 

« g 

.SP C 

> g 

03 ^ 

55 j§ 

•s * 

b cs 
O ^ 
X> o 
CD ^ 
o3 

Q 
ja 



Q 

XJ 

C 

oj 



2 

O 

GO 



3 ? 
g 

v cn 

>-H 

5 ^ 

fli 

<3 hJ 
C 

•2 § 
m §3 
T3« & 

X> J3 
CD O 

2 * 

■ D 

o3 P 



cn 

D 

Oh 



O 

I) 

cn 

O 
O 

£ c* <2 



o 

o 

co 

4- 

o 



2 

CD 

> 

■a 



s ts 

■""t o 

O Oh 

a p 



§ 

ffl 

J= 

I 



CD 

JS 

H— » 

4- 

O 

C 

oo 



CD •- 
on on 
CD CD 

Pi ^ 

on ~G 

cn — 



CD 

# g 

’cn 

O 

PQ 



c 

oj 

h— » 

O 

o 

03 



txO 

• ^ UJ 
2 £ 
U 



C 

£ 



T3 

•3 

o 

5 £ 

* 3 

o o 

s -a 

£ Q 



cn 

X! 

& 

kb 

o 

+-» 

o 

J3 

Oh 

ID 

2 

5-1 

<2 

of 

In 

2 

x> 

<u 

Z 

g 

8 

2 

2 

u 

s- 

2 

cn 

D 

D 

'I 

e 

■§ ts 

5 a 

o p 

i—) »-( 

H-> D 

c +-» 

cd c 



Vh 

D 

s 

o 

M 

o 

cS 

D 

XJ 



D 

H— » 

c 

o 

c 

o 

*o 

oS 

U 

on 

O 



D 



o 

o 



Oh 



tJ 

O 

Oh 

w 

D 

SZ 

H— * 

bo 

•a 



2 

03 

a 

•s 

z^ 

of 

I 

s 

8 



GO 



cZ 

Uh 

D 



O 

2 



•2 B £• 

D ,0 

3 *8-0 

'O 03 c 

! I 



oJ 



8 I 

>— J CS 

s-8 



U 2 



on 

a 

o 

kb 

on 

O 

D 

O 



/ 

i ; r 

\f 




cn 

s 



< 

J 

Oh 



a 

a 



ci 



\ 



DO 



Of 



to 






vo vo oo oo On 




3 3 CD 3 4 ^ 

^a^cyp 



o o 



* 

*§ 

Oh 



l 

pcS 

CD 
C/3 

03 

o 

IS 

a *e 

CD *P 

t 



rj- rj- I/O OO — (Nr-OO 
(N (N (N 



O -H Tf 

ro ro ro 



OO 

m 



ov 

m 



o 

U 

< 



a 




C/3 

ts 

o 

Oh 

OO 

g 



g ^ 

1 3 

2 --e 

53 



C/3 
CD 

Sos 

GO 



O 

O 



O 

c 

o 

O 



O'* 

(D 

J-H 

CD 

EC 

£ 

o 

J-H 

U-H 

6 

# 

o 

Q 

«D 

J-H 

D 



C/3 

D 

O 

5 

o 

GO 

$ 

03 

Q 



UJ 

> 



O 

CO 

< 

mJ 

nJ 

o 

u 

C/3 

z; 

< 



< 

a 

o 



D 

oi 



</> 

HH 

C 



<u 



e 

o 



U 



<HH 

O 

<u 



pO 

5 




If 

o 




9 

ERIC 




■an 

•i'H 



2 

o 

CQ 

< 

-1 

-1 

o 

U 

CO 

Z 

< 



a 

o 



5 

Qd 



NJ 



•s e «a 



Tt 

S 

3 

O 

u 




3 




3 

O 

u 

'W 

3 




C/3 O 
<D o 

° 

5 y^ 
> ^ cd 

£i% 

rS -C <U 



6b 



.£ g 



6 b - 



8.42 



S .C C 

§ "ft '.i 



1 || 



6b 



O *3 
O ^3 
C4H -a 

<d cd 



I'S “ 
PI'S 

>>.b -§ 

= <u ^ 



s 



8 



8 



:g o 



<8 fe J 
© -S s! 

1 — 1 c ^ 
O d S 
JJ c o 






W 



<d 



g w <D 

o £ 

n £3 



6b f 
g 8 
8 .6 



OD • rt 
C C /3 





r- 



in 



U 4 

> 



o 

CQ 

< 



o 

u 



J. 

^' 5 * 

F-^ 



Introduction/Background 





>)i> 

r 

j. 



i* 

1 If 



w 

> 



o 

U 



a 

o 



5 



CO 







-a 

e 

s 

o 

ox 

o 

d 

W 

G 

© 

'M 

o 

3 

"d 

o 




ERjt 



cn> 



> 

H 



o 

U 

C/5 

2 

< 

J 

CLh 




\ 






A Compelling Case: Rural Disparity 





(D ^ 
T3 O 

1 c 

o s 
S <3 

'P 

S o 
S o 
O m 

CJ fN 

<D <N 
C/5 4-H 

2 ° 

3 C 

O 
’■3 

3 

Ph 
o 

Ph 
cd 
OX) 
£ 

— <3 

3 ^ 

C/5 

<D 

o 
cd 



§ 

C« 

0> 

V 

c 

3 

O 

u 

C 

3 

XS 

U 



C 

3 



O 

o- 

o 



Ph 
X 2 



i > 

a < 

c § 

© r- 

Z § 



2 

o 

a 






§ * §3 

S g B 

E ^ 8 

§ a 

o ^ « O 
^ c/5 2 3 3 

2 3 £ 3 

*3 c M 
S oo 





•-L 

■ ; «V> 



o 

CM 



A Compelling Case: Rural Disparity 



ro 





■C4 

<C\J 



Rural Great Plains Collaborative 



A Compelling Case: Rural Disparity 







A Look at Rural Children and Families 



o 

ERIC 



S' - 



3 

Sk 

a 



S' 

£ 

a* <D 

if 
s 5 
§ 

’3 

■8 I 

Jk ^ 

aj ft 

*5 



>© 

s 



<3 



ai 

fe « 



St 

I 

as 

at 
■ »■* 

5 

5*3 



as 
aj 

-N* 

8P 

■n 

at 
as 

Jk 

a> 

Jk 
•\ 

^ Rl 
? 1 
g < 

ft 

” : 
55 <a 
as ^ 

« g 

fl 

a> 

2 .5 



<& 



a> 

> 
as 

•at as 

aj 

si ^ 
a> s> 



5*3 

s 

aj 

a> 

>3 



>3 

as 

"as 
at 

3 -at 

*■» ‘N 

as *ss 
*2 K 

•at 

a> 

>3 

* 







a* 




<D 


•fta 

as 

S 




'*-» 

O 

ss 

O" 


<U 




+H 


2 ^ 
•at a" 




c 

C3 


'K* 

aj 'S 

5 S 
^ 3 




‘3 

■§ 

Oh 


"at ts 
at fa 

* £ 




ft 

< 

S' 


^5 a 




&3 


is t 

•+* r* 
2* aj 




■-* 

aj 


£ -at 




*> 


b ^ 




s 






aj 


> ^ 




k. 


aj as 




ai 






•at 


at -k» 






Q &c 




•a 






>i 






*Ni 


; & 




« 


If 




aT 

§ 


Ic ^ 






• as 




-at 


•as .at 




k. 

as 


aj aj 






•as S 




•a 


S § 




•a 


*r 
§ S 

as -as 




-at 




as 






o 


a 5 




>c 


as k^ 
■*> ^ 




•-^ 


a> «* 

a *s 




as 

a^ 


^ a; 




,>* 


as s 




s 


^ 5 






* -2J 




"aS 


£ a® 




> 


2 -5 




2 


si 55 
1 




^s 

at 


S a» 




as 


■» g 




5*3 


« -*. 

c 13 
•5 ■« 




aj 

k> 

•5 








*> 3 




k. 

aj 


s 5 




•at 

'w* 


Rx 

.«* * 




at 


*5 as 




■*»* 


^ -at 




at 


1 £ 




aj 

aj 






aj 


£ 




> 

•\ 

* 


55 












Oi 

Ai 



UJ 

> 

i 

j 

j 

o 

U 



ob 

C\J 



A Look at Rural Children and Families 




<D 

: o 

a 

§ £ 

.2 .& 

O 

^ l 

2i £ 

8 » 

ss .« 

.a s 

J* 

^ *« 

1 § 
8* 
•a ^ 
2 

* s: 
&* S 
•5 | 
S 5 

S 

^5J 5f3 

S -2 

* .2 

s « 



s 

-51 



'S 

<5 

s> 

I 

bio 

I 




J-H 

<D 

cx 


o 

o 


<u 

kb 


cd 

Csf 


+-> 

C/a 

<D 


c 

o 


J-H 

o 


fN 


£ 




o 


c 


cd 


o 


cd 


O 


£ 




5 


<D 


0) 


vd 


c/a 




c/a 

0) 

t-t 


CN 

€/* 


c/a 


t/a 

cd 


c 

cd 


O 


C 

O 


J3 


o 


<D 


<D 


C 


*C 


a 


a 


o 

o 


0) 


o 


o 




o 


o 


£ 


< 


c 


c 



Q| 

S3 




£ 

o 



□ □ □ 



a v 

’S x> 



«=~K 



£ 

i 

I 

j 

j 

o 

U 

C/5 

z 

< 

J 

cu 







O 



the poor are generally not concentrated in one area, and 
the homeless are invisible 

although the land base is large, the population is small. 2 
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